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Unit 5
Contents
I. Key words and useful expressions:  
1.    Section A: weep, package, filter, harden, hook, noticeable, slim, drag, bunch, zone, lean on, starve of

2.     Section B: assign, tendency, generous, accommodation, compensate, fluctuate, sensitive, contradiction, conversely, submit, prompt, bound

II. Sentence patterns 
1.    The tobacco industry, coupled with Hollywood movies, completely won over people like my father.

2.    In these poor countries, as in American inner cities and on reservations, money that should be spent for food goes instead to the tobacco companies. 

3.     I’m not complaining, only making a point.

4.   Children may, to some degree, become ..., beginning with their parents.

5.    In the end, both you and your children will be happier for it.

Warm-up 

1. Do all parents-child relationships demand excellent communication skills? 

2. How can parents improve their relationships with their children?

3. What are the effects of smoking?

Text Study

Section A:    Weeping for My Smoking Daughter
Background Information: 

Queen Victoria (1819–1901) was queen of Great Britain and Ireland (1837–1901) and empress of India. 

Hollywood is the center of the U.S. movie industry. In terms of geography, Hollywood refers to an area consisting of the City of West Hollywood and its vicinity that form part of the Greater Los Angeles metropolitan area. You can take a look at for an interesting guide and virtual tour of Hollywood movie studios. Visitor information about the Greater Los Angeles area can be found.

Third World refers to the technologically less advanced or developing countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America.

 A battered women’s shelter is a safe place for women and children to escape from violent relationships. 

New Words & Expressions

1. weep   v. 1). cry   哭泣，流（泪）

It's not worth weeping even a single tear over him.  为他流泪是完全不值得的。
People in the streets wept with joy when the end of the war was announced.

宣布停战时，街道上的人们高兴地哭了起来。
2). (of a wound) produce liquid (伤口) 渗出液体
The cut is no longer weeping and is starting to heal. 伤口不再流脓水，已开始愈合了。  

2. filter    vt. pass liquid, light, etc. through a special equipment   过滤
The cigarettes are filtered.  这些是过滤嘴香烟。
vi. (of a group) move gradually （人群）逐渐走出（走入）

Around 10 O'clock the crowds started filtering out of the stadium.

十点左右人群开始走出体育场。
n. [C] 过滤器
an oil filter  滤油器
I like to experiment with different light filters on my camera. 

我喜欢在照相机上用不同的滤光镜做实验。 

3. grateful   a. feeling or showing appreciation for sth. good done; thankful  感激的，感谢的
I am grateful to you for your help.  我感谢你对我的帮助。
If you could get that report finished by Thursday I'd be very grateful. 

如果你能在周四完成那份报告，我将十分感谢。 

4. harden   v. 1). (cause sb. to) become strong; make sb. less conscious of sth. 

(使) 变得坚强, (使) 变得冷酷无情
Rough living in the desert hardened the young men a lot. 

沙漠中的艰苦生活把这些年轻人锻炼得更加坚强。
As the war progressed, attitudes on both sides hardened. 

随着战争的推进，双方的态度都变得强硬了。
2). (cause sth. to) become hard, strong, etc.  (使) 变硬, (使) 硬化
The mixture hardens as it cools. 这种混合物冷却时会变硬。
The paint takes a few minutes to harden.  这油漆需要几分钟才会变硬。 

5. brand  n. [C] particular make of goods or their trade mark  (商品的) 牌子, 商标
Which brand of toothpaste do you prefer?  你喜欢用哪种牌子的牙膏？
This isn't my usual brand of shampoo.  这不是我常用的那种牌子的洗发水。
vt. 1). mark sth. with or as if with a brand   打烙印于，以烙铁打（标记）

The experiences of his unhappy childhood are branded on his memory. 

他痛苦的童年经历烙刻在他的记忆中。
The cows were branded with an A in a circle.  那些牛被烙上了加圆圈的A字。
2). give sb. a bad name  给... ...摸黑，加污名于
He was branded as a troublemaker for taking part in the demonstration. 

他因参加了那次示威活动而称为闹事分子。
Because of one insignificant offence he was branded a common criminal. 

由于一次轻微的过错他蒙受了普通刑事犯的污名。 

6. hopeless   a. 1). without hope of a good result   毫无希望的，绝望的
It's hopeless trying to convince her.  要使她信服是没有希望的。
Most of the students are making good progress but Jeremy seems a hopeless case.   

大部分学生都进步很大，只有杰里米似乎没有什么希望。
2). lacking ability; very bad   无能的，糟糕的
a hopeless teacher  不合格的教师
I'm hopeless at cooking.   我对烹饪一窍不通。 

hopelessly    ad. 没有希望地
He's hopelessly in love with Pat.  他毫无希望地单恋着帕特。
She hopelessly lost her way.   她没希望找到路了。 

7. noticeable    a. easily seen or noticed 易见的，明显的
There's been a noticeable improvement in her handwriting. 她的书法有了明显的提高。
It's noticeable that the weather is getting colder.  天气明显地转冷了。 

unnoticeable   a. not able to see or notice 不引人注意的，不明显的
The army's presence in the north of the city is unnoticeable. 

部队在这座城市的北部出现并不引人注目。
The orange wallpaper at the back of the hall is unnoticeable. 

大厅后面的橘色墙纸不很显眼。  

8. slim   a. 1). not fat   苗条的，纤细的
I'm trying to get slim.   我在设法让自己的体形变得苗条些。
She's got a lovely slim figure.  她有着可爱的苗条身材。
2). not thick  薄的

a slim pocket-book  薄薄的袖珍笔记本
It's quite a slim book so it's not too heavy to carry around in your bag. 

它是本很薄的书，所以放在你的包里并不重。
3). (of hope, etc.)very small; slight  微小的，渺茫的
slim hopes of success   成功的希望渺茫
They have only a slim chance of winning.   他们获胜的机会微乎其微。 

9. drag   vi. 1).(slang) smoke   抽烟
2).move slowly and with effort  缓慢而费力地行进
She always drags behind.  她总是磨磨蹭蹭地走在后面。
The old man dragged along slowly.  那个老头拖着沉重的脚步慢慢地往前走着。
vt. pull (sb. / sth.) along with effort and difficulty  拖，用力拉
We dragged the fallen tree clear of the road.  我们把倒下的树从路上拖开。
He moved slowly, dragging his tired feet. 他拖着疲惫的双脚慢慢地走着。
n. [C] person or thing that makes progress difficult  障碍物，累赘
She loves her family, but they're a drag on her career. 

她爱她的家人，但他们是她事业上的累赘。
His brother is a drag to him.   他的兄弟对他是一个拖累。 

10. starve   v. (cause a person or an animal to) suffer seriously or die from hunger

（使）挨饿或饿死
They got lost in the desert and starved to death.  他们在沙漠中迷了路，饿死了。
She's starving herself to try to lose weight.  她为了减轻体重而忍饥挨饿。 

11. weaken    v. (cause sb. / sth. to) become weak or weaker  使弱，变弱
They watched her slowly weaken as the disease progressed. 

随着她病情的发展，他们眼看着她身体逐渐变弱。
They were weakened by hunger and climbing became difficult. 

他们由于饥饿而体质减弱， 攀登也变得困难起来。 

12. swallow    vt. 1). cause or allow (esp. food or drink) to go down the throat  吞，咽
If you don't chew your food properly, it's difficult to swallow it. 

如果你不把食物适当咀嚼，是很难下咽的。
He put a grape into his mouth and swallowed it whole. 

他把一颗葡萄放进嘴里一口吞下。
2). believe sth. too easily   轻信，轻易接受
I found his explanation rather hard to swallow.  我觉得他的解释很难接受。
He swallowed her story whole.   他对她的故事深信不疑。
vi. use the muscles of the throat as if doing this, esp. in fear  做吞咽动作
She swallowed as she turned over the examination paper and looked at the first question.  她翻开试卷看到第一道题时倒抽了一口冷气。
She swallowed hard, and turned to face the enemy.  她强忍着，转身面对敌人。
n. [C] action of swallowing  吞，吞咽
He finished off the drink with a swallow.   他一口把饮料喝光了。 

13. bunch   n. 1). [C] number of things (usu. of the same kind) growing, tied or grouped together   串，束， 把
a bunch of keys   一串钥匙
I bought a bunch of flowers in the market.  我在集市上买了一束花。
2).[C] group of people  群，伙
They're a nice bunch.  他们是一群好人。
I don't like any of them much, but he's the best of the bunch. 

他们当中哪一个我都不大喜欢，不过他就算这伙人当中最好的了。
vi. form into a bunch  集中，挤在一起
The monkeys bunched together up in their cage. 

猴子们齐刷刷地都抓着笼子顶部的铁丝网聚在了一起。
Cross the road one at a time -- don't bunch up.  一个一个地过马路 — 不要拥挤。
vt. form sth. into a bunch  使成一束（或一群等）

Make sure the wet sheets aren't bunched up; otherwise they won't dry. 

别让湿床单团成一团，那样的话，是不会干的。
Bunch the fresh fruits together and send them as the birthday gift. 

把新鲜水果放在一起，送给他们做生日礼物。 

14. pregnant    a. having a baby or young animal develop 怀孕的，妊娠的
She was six months pregnant.  她怀孕六个月了。
The center gives advice and care to pregnant women. 

该中心给怀孕妇女提供建议和护理。 

15. batter    v. hit sb. / sth. hard and often  接连重击
He kept battering at the door.  他不断地捶门。
Your car looks rather battered.  你的汽车看起来相当破了。 

16. helpless   a. 1). without help  无助的，无保护的
Without their guns they were helpless.  他们没有了武器，就失去了自卫能力。
2).unable to act without help; needing the help of other不能自立的，靠别人帮助的
a helpless baby   不能自立的婴儿
be helpless with laughter   大笑不止 
17. close at hand     near; close by 近在手边，在附近
He lives close at hand.  他住在附近。
Remember to keep first-aid medicine kit close at hand all the time. 

切记要把急救药箱一直带在身边。 

18. couple with   link or associate sb. / sth. with sb. / sth.  联想，并提，和……联系在一起
The bad light, coupled with the wet ground, made play very difficult.

光线差，场地又潮湿，使比赛难以进行。
The name of Mozart is coupled with the city of Salzburg. 

莫扎特的名字与萨尔茨城堡联系在一起。 

19. direct at    intend that a particular person or group should notice (what one says or does) 

旨在引起注意，针对
Our advertisements are directed mainly at young people. 

我们的广告主要面向青年人。
Was that remark directed at me?   那话是对着我说的吗？ 

20. starve of   (cause sb. to) suffer or long for sth. greatly needed or wanted 

(使) 因缺乏而受困苦，渴望，(使) 丧失
Industry is being starved of advanced technologies. 现在，工业的问题是缺乏先进的技术。
People starved of sleep start to lose focus.   睡眠不足的人会变得注意力不集中。 

21. die of  die because of some illnesses or feelings  因（某疾病，某情感等）而死
She died of a fever, and no one could save her.  她患热病死去，谁也救不了她。
In the hard winter, wild animals can die of hunger.  严冬时，野兽可能会饿死。
Detailed Study of the Text

1. While she is doing her homework, her feet on the bench in front of her and her calculator clicking out answers ... (Para.1)   

her feet on the bench in front of her: The expression describes the behavior or a little, minor event which goes together with the major event in the clause.  

The man sat in the front row, his hands on the table. 那男子坐在前排，手放在桌子上。  

This type of expression can be rewritten by adding “with” or by using the “and + finite verb” structure. The above example can be rewritten as follows:

The man sat in the front row, with his hands on the table.  

Or: The man sat in the front row, and his hands were on the table.  

“her calculator clicking out answers” performs a similar function and can be rewritten in a similar way: ... with her calculator clicking out answers ...; or: ...    and her calculator    clicked out answers ...  

Another example:  

He fell to the ground, blood streaming from his nose. 他倒在地上，血从鼻子里流了出来。 

2. ... tossed carelessly close at hand. (Para.1)   

Meaning: ... thrown carelessly near her.  

3. … and study them -- they’re filtered, for which I am grateful. (Para.1)   

Meaning: ... and examine them carefully -- they have a tip on one end for smoking at, and I feel or experience a feeling of thanks for this fact.  

“Study” is used here in the sense of “examine carefully”.  

She studied the map (report). 她仔细查看地图 (阅读报告)。  

He studied her face wondering what she was thinking about. 

他仔细看她的脸, 琢磨她在想什么。   

which, pron. The word “which” is used here to refer back to the idea expressed by the whole previous clause.

He went through a red light, for which he was fined $50. 他闯红灯，被罚了50美元。  

The police arrived, after which the situation became calmer. 

警察来了，这以后的局势比先前平静了一些。  

They ran out of drink, which didn’t bother me because I wasn’t drinking anyway. 

他们的酒喝光了, 对此我丝毫不感到有什么伤脑筋的，因为我反正不喝酒。  

4. ... I do weep a little, standing there by the stove holding one of the instruments, ... (Para.1)   

The expression “standing there by the stove holding one of the instruments” functions as an adverbial clause describing an action or an attending or co-existing situation.  

They had to work standing up. 他们不得不站着干活。  

He stood waiting patiently. 他站着耐心地等待。 

5. … holding one of the instruments, so white, so precisely rolled, that could cause my daughter’s death. (Para.1)   

so ... that: to such an amount as to produce a particular result / cause a particular situation; in such a way that ...  

Grandfather was so ill (that) we had to send for a doctor.

祖父病得很厉害，我们不得不叫医生来。  

The teacher spoke so fast (that) her students could hardly follow. 

老师讲得很快，以致学生们几乎无法跟上她。  

He came into the classroom so quietly (that) no one noticed him. 

他轻轻走进教室，没有人注意到他。  

Notice the difference between “so ... that” and “so that + can (or: may, will, etc.)” The latter structure is used to mean “in order that ...” or “with the aim that ...”

Work hard so that you will pass the exam. 好好用功，以便通过考试。  

6. She doesn’t know this, but it was Camels that my father, her grandfather, smoked. (Para.2)   

Meaning: She doesn’t know the fact that it was Camels that my father, her grandfather, smoked.  

this: The word is used in the above sentence to refer to the fact mentioned in the second part of the sentence.  

Listen to this: they’ve cancelled Friday’s meeting. 听着，他们已经取消了星期五的会议。  

it is (was) ... that (who): This structure is used for emphasis.  

It was the new machine that they used. 他们用的是新机器。  

It was their teacher who (or: that) helped them solve the problem. 

是他们的老师帮助他们解决了那个问题。  

Notice that this structure can be used to emphasize any element of a clause except the verb. Another point to note is that “that”, not “when” or “where”, is used even if this structure is used to emphasize an adverbial of time or place.

It was last month that I bought a video camera. 我是在上个月买了一部摄像机。  

It was in London that I met her for the first time. 我是在伦敦第一次遇见她的。  

In these two sentences we never use “when” or “where”.  

7. … when he was very young and very poor, with glowing eyes … (Para.2)   

Meaning: ... when he was very young and very poor, his eyes shining with energy ...    

8. … who were hopelessly hooked by cigarettes. (Para.3)   

Meaning: ... who grew to completely rely on cigarettes and the situation was not likely to change or improve.  

hooked: a. depending or relying on sth., addicted or used to; accustomed 

get hooked on computer games 玩计算机游戏成瘾  

Some public clinics are being established in order that people hooked on drugs can receive care. 人们正在建立一些公共诊所，以便使染上毒瘾的人能得到治疗。  

He is hooked on jogging. 他迷上了慢跑。     be hooked on alcohol  喝酒成瘾    

9. It was not unusual for him to cough for an hour. (Para.4)   

Meaning: It was usual for him to cough for an hour.  

Here in this sentence the negative word “not” and the negative prefix “un-” cancel one another and form an affirmative sentence.  

Nowadays it is not unusual for a girl to wear her hair short. 如今女孩子梳短发并不少见。  

It is not unusual for the boy to be up very early in the morning. 

早晨早早起床对于这个孩子来说是很平常的事。  

Heavy snow is not unusual in the northeastern part of China. 

在中国东北地区下大雪是常事。    

10. .. one hard winter when his lung illnesses had left him low. (Para.5)   

Meaning: ... one cold winter when his lung illnesses made him very weak.   

11. … he was always leaning on something. (Para.5)  

always: ad. The word normally means “at all times”, “with no exception” and is used with simple tenses. However, when we want to say that something happens again and again in an annoying way, we can use “always” with a verb in the progressive tense.  

The boy is always asking for money. 这孩子总在要钱。  

My grandfather is always forgetting things. 我的祖父总是忘记事情。  

Why are you always biting your nails? 你为什么总在咬指甲？     

12. ... the beautiful, “worldly” young woman, ... (Para.6)   

worldly: a. experienced and has much knowledge of the practical elements of life instead of things of the spirit  

After ten years in London, my sister is much more worldly than she used to be. 

在伦敦生活了10年，我妹妹比以前善于处世多了。  

worldly people 俗人 

an experienced and worldly man who had been almost everywhere 

一个几乎去过任何地方、经验丰富又老于世故的人   

13. ... both dragging away. (Para. 6)   

Meaning: .... both smoking (cigarettes) continuously.  

drag: vi. (slang) smoke (a cigarette)  

He waited and dragged at the cigarette. 他边等边抽烟。  

away: ad. all the time, continuously  

They worked away all day. 他们整天不停地工作。  

I heard him pounding away. 我听见他不停地用锤子敲东西。   

14. ... over time, people starve themselves of both food and air, ... (Para.6) 

Meaning: ... during that period of time (when money that should be spent for food is paid instead to the tobacco companies for their cigarettes), people cause themselves to suffer from not having food to eat and fresh air to breathe in,…   

 (Para.6)   

Meaning: … effectively making their children weaker and dependent or relying on cigarettes (in the same way as they are), … 

15. ... the boiled water from a bunch of them makes an effective insecticide. (Para.6)  

Meaning: … the boiled water from a number of cigarette ends serves as an effective aid used for killing insects.   

bunch: n. [C] a number of things, usu. of the same kind, growing, held or in a group together  

a bunch of flowers 一束花                    

a bunch of keys on a ring圈上的一串钥匙  

a bunch of grapes / bananas 一串葡萄 / 香蕉  a bunch of newspapers 一捆报纸  

grass growing in bunches 丛生的草     

make: vt. If one thing makes another thing, it serves or functions as another thing.  

This hall would make an excellent theatre. 这个大厅能成为绝好的剧院。  

Cold tea makes a good drink in summer. 凉茶在夏季是理想的饮料。  

Section  B      Stop Spoiling Your Children

New Words & Expressions

1. spoil   vt. 1). harm the character of (esp. a child) by lack of strictness or too much generosity, attention, praise, etc.  （尤指对孩子）溺爱，宠坏
The little girl is terribly spoiled; her parents give her everything she asks for. 

那个小女孩被宠坏了；她要什么，父母就给她什么。
Peters, unable for once to do exactly as he wanted, lost his temper just like a spoiled child. 

彼得斯有一次未能如愿以偿，就发脾气，像个被宠坏了的孩子。
2). destroy the value, quality or pleasure of; ruin  使无用，损坏，破坏
The bad news has spoiled my day.   这条坏消息使我一整天没有过好。
I haven't seen the film, so don't spoil it for me by telling me what happens. 

我还没有看过这部电影，所以不要把内容告诉我，以免破坏我的兴致。
vi. (of food, etc) become bad or unfit to be used, eaten, etc.（食品等）变坏，变质
The cake will spoil if you don't keep it in the fridge. 

如果你不把蛋糕放进冰箱，它就会变质。
The dinner spoiled because he put the stove on too high. 

这顿饭算是给毁了，因为他把烤炉的温度调得太高了。 

2. assign   vt. 1). send to a particular place; name sb. for a task or position. 派, 指派 

Did you choose Russia or were you simply assigned there? 

你是自己选择去俄罗斯的呢，还是被指派去的？
They've assigned their best man to the job. 他们选派了最得力的人去担负这项工作。
I've been assigned to interview the children.  我受命去对孩子们进行面试。
2). give sth. to sb. as a share of work to be done or of things to be used 分配，分派
The two large classrooms have been assigned to us.  那两间大教室分配给了我们。
We'll have to assign a role to our new trainee. 我们需给新来的实习人员分配一项任务。
3). name or fix (a time, place, reason, etc. for sth.) 指定或选定（时间、地点、理由）

Shall we assign Thursday for our weekly meetings? 把星期四定为我们的周会日好吗？

It is impossible to assign an exact date to this building. 

无法为这座大厦的建成规定一个确切的日期。 

3. kit   n. 1). [C, U] equipment needed for a particular activity, situation or trade 一套工具
a toilet or shaving kit  盥洗用具
I keep a repair kit in the back of my car.  我在汽车后部放了一套修理用具。
2). [C] a set of parts sold ready to be put together   配套元件
He wants a model ship kit for his birthday. 

他希望得到一套轮船模型元件作为生日礼物。
We bought the bed in kit form.   我们买了一套床的组合件。 

4. barely    ad. only just仅仅，几乎没有，几乎不
We barely had time to catch the train.  我们差点误了火车。
She was barely fifteen when she won her first championship.她第一次获得冠军时才15岁。 

5. generous   a. 1). giving or ready to give freely  慷慨的，大方的
It was generous of you to share your food with me. 你真大方，把食物分给我吃。
She's very generous with her time - always ready to help other people.

她在安排时间上很慷慨--总是乐于帮助别人。
2). showing kindness towards others   宽厚的，宽宏大量的
There's a generous review of the book in today's newspaper. 

今天的报纸上刊登了一篇对这本书比较宽容的评论。
A wise ruler is generous in victory.   明智的统治者在胜利时是宽宏大量的。
3).large; abundant  大量的，丰富的，充分的
He cut me a generous piece of chocolate cake.  他给我切了一大块巧克力蛋糕。
No one is expecting a very generous pay increase this year. 

没有人指望今年会有大幅度的工资增长。 

6. somewhat   ad. to some degree; rather  有几分，在某种程度上，颇为
I was somewhat surprised to see him.  见到他我有点吃惊。
She's somewhat more confident than she used to be.   她似乎比过去更自信了。 

7. compensate   v. give (sb.) sth. good to lessen the bad effect of damage, loss, etc. 

补偿，赔偿
Nothing can compensate for the loss of one's health.  健康受损是无法弥补的。
The animal's good sense of smell compensates for its poor eyesight. 

这种动物敏锐的嗅觉弥补了其视力上的缺陷。 

8. infer  vt. reach an opinion from facts; conclude sth. （由事实）推知，推断
It is possible to infer two completely opposite conclusions from this set of facts. 

从这组论据中能推断出两种完全相反的结论。
What do you infer from her refusing?   你从她的拒绝中推断出什么？ 

9. fluctuate   vi. 1). (of an attitude or a state) change continually 变换不定，犹豫不决，动摇
fluctuating opinions   变换不定的见解
I fluctuate between feeling really happy and sad. 我的情绪总在非常高兴与悲哀之间波动。
2).(of price, number, rate, etc.) rise and fall (指价格、数量、比率)波动，涨落，起伏
The price fluctuates between $5 and $6.  价格在五美元和六美元之间波动。
Her wages fluctuate between ￡150 and ￡200 a week. 

她的周工资在150至200英镑之间上下浮动。 

10. variable  a. 1). changeable   易变的，多变的
His attitude is variable.  他的态度变化无常。
British weather is perhaps at its most variable in the spring. 

英国春天的气候也许是最反复无常的
2). likely to change   可变的
variable speed   可变的速度
Increasingly more companies are establishing variable pay programs to reward top workers on their staff. 越来越多的公司在建立可变性工资制度，以奖励优秀员工。
n. [C] variable thing   可变因素，变量
With so many variables, the exact cost is difficult to estimate. 

由于有这么多的可变因素，很难计算出准确的成本。
Temperature is a variable in the experiment.  在实验中，温度是一个变量。 

11. sour   v. 1). make or become unpleasant or difficult  使变坏，使恶化
Relations between the two governments were soured by boundary fighting. 

两国间的关系由于边境冲突而恶化。
Many friendships have soured over borrowed money. 

许多人之间的友谊都是因为金钱的借还而恶化的。
2). cause sth. to have a sharp taste like that of vinegar （使）变酸，（使）变馊
The hot weather soured the milk.   炎热的天气使牛奶变酸了。
The cream sours in hot weather.   奶油在热天会变酸。 

a. 1). having a sharp taste like that of vinegar   酸的，馊的
This apple is really sour!   这个苹果真酸！

sour grapes   酸葡萄（指由于得不到某物而贬低它）

2). unfriendly; bad-tempered   乖张的；坏脾气的
He was a sour old man who never had a good word for anybody. 

他是个性情怪僻的老人，他对任何人都不满。
What a sour face she has!   她的脸色多难看！ 

12. sensitive  a. 1). having or showing sympathy or understanding 感觉敏锐的，同情理解的
When I need advice, he is a helpful and sensitive friend. 

当我需要有人给我出主意时，他就是一个能帮得上忙和善解人意的朋友。
We are sensitive to the needs and expectations of our customers. 

我们理解顾客的需要和期望。
2). affected greatly or easily by sth.  （对……）敏感
Some people's teeth are highly sensitive to cold.   有些人的牙齿对冷非常敏感。
Photographic paper is highly sensitive to light.  感光纸对光线非常敏感。
3). easily offended  易于被冒犯的，情绪容易波动的
He's very sensitive about being small, so don't mention it. 

他对自己个头小很敏感，因此不要提那一点。
Her reply showed that she was very sensitive to criticism. 

她的回答表明她对批评很敏感。 

insensitive   a. 1). not aware of or showing sympathy for other people's feelings 

麻木不仁的，感觉迟钝的
I've never known anyone as insensitive as Gina. 我从未见过像吉娜那样麻木不仁的人。
The police have been criticized for being insensitive to complaints from the public. 

警方因对公众的意见麻木不仁而受到批评。
2). not able to feel sth.  无感觉的，感觉不到的
His feet seem to be insensitive to pain.   他的脚好像没有疼痛感。
This kind of hat must be insensitive to light and heat. 这种帽子必须不透光不传热。 

13. undermine   vt. 1). weaken gradually   使逐渐削弱，暗中损坏
The killings have undermined hopes for a peaceful solution. 

这些杀戮使和平解决的希望变得渺茫起来。
Every mistake that she makes further undermines her authority. 

她犯的每一次错误都进一步降低了她的威望。
2). weaken at the base   使从基础破坏
Mice had undermined the foundations of the church.   老鼠破坏了教堂的地基。
Rivers undermine their banks.   河水冲蚀着堤岸。 

14. limited    a. few or small   有限制的，有限的，极少，很小
His intelligence is rather limited.   他的智力相当低下。
There was a very limited choice of sofas in the style that we wanted. 

我们所要的那种沙发可选择的范围非常有限。 

unlimited  a. not limited; very great in number or quantity   无限的, (数目或数量）极大的
If only one had an unlimited supply of money! 要是一个人能拥有用之不竭的钱财就好了！

Passes are available for one month's unlimited travel within Europe. 

欧洲无限制旅行一个月的通票有售。  

15. conversely    ad. opposite to sth., on the other hand 相反地，另一面
Running can strengthen your heart and muscles, but conversely, it can also damage your knees and the bones in your feet. 

跑步能增强你的心脏和肌肉功能，但反过来也可能损伤你的膝盖和脚部骨骼。
You can add the liquid to the powder or, conversely, the powder to the liquid. 

你可以将液体倒到粉末里，或者反过来，将粉末倒到液体里。 

16. submit   vi. accept the control; give in 屈服于，服从，接受... ...的控制
She decided to submit to the new rules. 她决定接受新的规则。
We protested about the changes for a long time, but in the end we had to submit. 

我们对这种改变已抗议了很长时间，但最终还是不得不屈服。 

vt. 1). give sth.to sb. so that it may be considered, decided on, etc. 呈送，递交
You must submit your application before January 1st. 你必须在1月1日之前提交申请书。
I was required to submit an essay to my teacher this May. 

要求我在五月份交一篇论文给老师。
2). suggest建议，主张
I submit that the plan will not work without some major changes. 

我主张这项计划必须作较大改动后才能付之实施。
I submit that he is lying.   我认为他是在撒谎。 

17. prompt  a. done or acting without delay 迅速的，敏捷的，即时的
Try to be prompt because we'll be very short of time. 尽量快点，因为我们时间很紧。
They've written back already. That was a very prompt reply. 

他们已经写了回信了；那可是相当迅速的答复。 

vt. cause or encourage sb. to do sth.促使，推动
What prompted him to be so generous? 是什么使他变得这样慷慨？

Seeing the children in the park prompted thoughts of his own sons on the other side of the Atlantic. 看到公园里的孩子们激起了他对大西洋彼岸自己儿子的思念之情。 

18. definite   a. 1). clear 明确的，无疑的
I have no definite plans for tomorrow. 明天我没有明确的计划。
I want a definite answer, "yes" or "no". 我需要一个明确的答复："是"还是"不是"。
2). sure; certain   一定的，肯定的
He seemed definite about what had happened. 他似乎对发生的情况了如指掌。
There's a definite smell of gas. Did you turn the oven off? 

肯定有股煤气的味道，你把炉子关上了吗？ 

19. bound   a. certain to do sth.   一定……，必定…… 

The weather is bound to get better tomorrow.   明天天气一定会好起来。
He's bound to fail the exam if he doesn't work hard. 如果他不努力，考试注定会不及格。 

Detailed Study of the Text  
1. I’m not complaining, only making a point. (Para. 2)  

Meaning: I am telling this not to complain (because I am not satisfied) but to state a point.  

make a (one’s) point: state a point, make one’s opinions or feelings known  

He’s just made an interesting point. 他刚刚提出了一个有趣的论点。  

You made an original point in your speech. 你发言中有个新颖的观点。  

2. I think in far too many families not only do children come to take their parents’ generosity for granted, but also the effects of this can actually be somewhat harmful to children. (Para. 2)   

Meaning: In my opinion, in too many families children begin to accept what their parents give them or do for them without thinking much about it, and what is more, the effects of this fact are possibly harmful to them to some degree.  

far: ad. much  

This word is used to give force to “too many” in the sentence.  

These tests are simply taking far too long. 这些实验所用的时间实在是太长了。  

It’s far too hot in this room; open the windows. 这个房间太热了，打开窗户吧。 

Tell him to go away; I’m far, far too busy to see him. 

叫他走吧；我实在太忙，抽不出时间见他。  

not only: If “not only” comes at the beginning of a sentence, an auxiliary verb “do”, “does” or “did” is added and put before the subject. Therefore, an inversion structure is formed.

Not only did we lose all our money, but we also came close to losing our lives. 

我们不仅丢了所有的钱，而且还差点丢了性命。    

3. … parents spoil their children out of a sense of guilt. (Para. 4)   

Meaning: … parents do harm to the character, nature, or attitude of their children by giving them too much because they feel they have done something wrong to their children (and thus they want to make up for it by doing so).  

out of: because of sth.; having sth. as one’s reason  

help someone out of pity 出于同情而帮助某人  

ask out of curiosity 出于好奇而发问  

I attended the lecture out of interest. 我听讲座是出于兴趣。   

4. … by showering them with material possessions … (Para. 4)   

shower with: give sth. to sb. in large amounts  

shower someone with gifts 送给某人很多礼物  

The new arrival was showered with questions. 人们向新来的人提了很多问题。    

5. … they pined for but didn’t get. (Para. 5)   

pine for: want very much, esp. when it is unlikely that one will be able to have  

Newcomers are often pining for home within weeks of arriving in their new country. 

刚来的人在到达新国家的头几周，常常思恋故乡。  

Many people pine for the country life. 很多人渴望乡村生活。       

6. Such parents fluctuate between saying no and giving in -- but neither response seems satisfactory to them. (Para. 6)   

Meaning: Such parents sometimes say no and sometimes say yes -- but their children do not seem happy whether their parents say no or yes.    

7. … they immediately feel a wave of regret … (Para. 6)   

wave: n. [C] a sudden increase and spread of a condition, a feeling or an influence affecting a person or group  

a wave of anger / enthusiasm 一阵气愤 / 激情           

a crime wave 犯罪激增   

8. … they feel regret and resentment over having been too easy. (Para. 6)   

Meaning: … they feel sadness and anger because (they think) they have not been severe enough (to say no to their children’s request).  

Here in the sentence the preposition over can be replaced by about. These two prepositions mean the same in this situation, only about is informal.

9. This kind of variability not only loosens the parents’ ability to set limits, it also sours the parent-child relationship to some degree, robbing parents and their children of some of the happiness and mutual respect that is present in healthy families. (Para. 6)   

Meaning: This kind of change (in their way of dealing with their children’s requests) will not only weaken their ability to set limits to their children’s demands, but also cause the parent-child relationship to become disappointing to some degree, at the same time 

taking some of the happiness and mutual respect away from parents and their children. Yet in healthy families happiness and mutual respect do exist.  

10. … and insensitive to the needs and feelings of others, beginning with their parents. (Para. 7)   

Meaning: … and not aware of the needs and feelings of others, and the very first needs and feelings they tend to be unaware of are those of their parents.   

11. … these children, conversely, will push further, … (Para. 7)   

Meaning: … these children, on the other hand, will urge their parents to buy them more, …  

12. … unconsciously hoping that, if they push too hard, they will force their parents into setting limitations. (Para. 7)   

Meaning: … hoping without being aware that, if they put too much pressure on their parents, they will force them to set limits.    

Exercise:

Part I. Multiple Choice

1. When boiled, the white of the egg_____B_.

A. stiffens    B. hardens     C. fastens    D. freezes

2.  Noboday yet knows how long and how seriously the shakiness in the financial system will_____C____down the economy.

    A. put      B. settle        C. drag            D. knock

3.  We’ll __A____you for any damage done to your house while we are in it.

A. compensate  B.remedy      C. supplement       D.retrieve

4.  I’m. easily hurt because my feelings are vey____C___.

A.sensible   B. sensational       C. sensitive     D. sentimental

5.  The engineers____C____ the project to the board for approval

    A. admitted   B. permitted       C. submitted        D. committed
Part II Translation

1. 期末考试近在眼前

2. 那位作家的写作风格

3. 我一回来就见到了他们。

4. 我爷爷总是爱忘事儿

5. 音乐会募捐到的钱将捐赠给那些有困难的人。

Key:

1. The end-of-term/final examination is (close) at hand.

2. The writer wrote with plain words coupled with humor.
3. I saw them upon/on my return.

4. My grandfather is always forgetting things.

5. Money raised from the concert will go to people in need.

Part III Writing

There are several possible reasons why my father is in excellent health, even though he is over eighty years of age. For one thing, he is in excellent condition because he has stopped smoking cigarettes. He quit smoking cigarettes since whenever he climbed stairs he wouldstop several times and cough loudly. His good health is also due to his cutting down onthe wrong kinds of foods. For example, whereas before he would eat fatty red meat and deep-frieddishes several times a week, nowadays he seldom does so. He has more energy as a result. He is also in good physical shape as a consequence of his devotion to exercise. He swims three times a week at the local gym, and on sunny days he prefers to walk home rather than take the bus. So, my father is in better shape than some of his children are!

Part IV Supplement

1. Custom is a second nature 习惯是后天养成的

2． Easier said than done 说得容易，做得难。

3．Example is better than percept 说一遍不如做一遍

4．萧伯纳的一句:戒烟有什么难的,我已经戒过几十次了
